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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

pt;ft.tmtna -rv amendment 

Sir or Madam: 

Further to llie continuation patent application filed June 1, 2001, please reexamine the 
above-identified appUcation in view of the following remarks and new claims. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 



On page 1. after the title, please insert the following as a new paragraph: -j rhis is a 



continuation of U.S. Patent AppHcation Ser. Ni/b9/l 98,591, filed November 23, 1998 and Ser. 
No. 09/471,300- filed December 23. 1999.>i6w U.S. Patent No . 6.249,348 _-: 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please delete claim 1 without prejudice. 
Please insert the following new claims: 
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I hereby certify that the docmnent(s) listed below are being sent by facsimile to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, directed to Examiner Fannie Evans, Group 2877. 

DoCi iTTiwntg Ti TMigmitted: 

PTO Form 1083 (orig. + 1 copy) (2 pages) 
Preliminary Amendment (7 pages) 



Total Pages: 10 (including this page) 




Karen A. Rogers', Pat^ Paralegal 
Loudermilk & Associates 
Alan R. Loudermilk (No. 32,788) 
10950 N. Blaney Ave., Ste. B 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
(408) 342-1866 
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THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington. O.C. 20231 

Sin 

Transmitted herewith In an amendment in the above-identified application. 

[x] Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR 1 .9 and 1 ^7 has been established by a verified statement previously submitted 
[ ] A verified statement to establish small entily status under 37 CFR i .9 and 1 ^7 Is enclosed. 
[ ] No additional fee Is required. 



The fiee has been calculated as shown below: 



OTHER THAN A 





(C6I. 1) 




(Col- 2) 


(Col. 3) 




Claims 
Remaining 

After 
Amendment 




Highest No. 
Previously 
Paid For 


Present 
Extra 


TOTAL 


48 


MINUS 


20 


=: 28 


INDEP. 


2 


MINUS 


*** 3 


= -0- 


J—, RRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT 
i-J CLAIM 



SMALL ENTFTY 




SMALL ENTmr 


Rate 


Addrt 
Fee 


SB 


Rate 


Addit 
Fee 


X 9= 


$ 252.00 




X 18= 


S 


X 40= 


S 




X 80= 


$ 


+ 130= 


? 


OR 


+ 260= 


5 


TOTAL 
ADDIT. 
FEE 


% 252.00 




TOTAL 
ADDIT- 
FEE 


$0.00 













If the entry In Col. 1 1s less than the entry In Col. 2, write "0" in Col. 3. 
** If the ^Highest Number Previously Paid for" IN THIS SPACE Is less than 20. write "^O" In space. 
*^ If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For^ IN THIS SPACE is less than 3. write "3" In this space. 

The Highest Number Previously Paid For* CTotal or Independent) Is the highest number found from the equivalent box In CoL 1 

of a prtor amendment or the number of daims originally filed. 

[x] Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0251 In the amount of $ 252,00 for the extra claims fee. An additional 
copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

[x] The Commissioner is hereby authorized lo charge payment of the ftollowing fees associates wim this communication or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0251 . 

[x] Any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR 1.16 for the presentation of extra daims. 
t X I Any patent appllcatjon processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 



Dated: July 24. 2001 



Attorney of Record: Alan R. Loudenmilk 



Reg. No.: 32^88. 
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